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A TIME OF HEROISM 


Sutherland Springs resident Matthew Mata, 22, with girlfriend Erika Gonzalez, 21 (center), and others attend a vigil for the victims 


of the mass shooting at the First Baptist Church. 


Edward A. Ornelas / San Antonio Express-News 


But tiny Sutherland Springs has been forever changed 


By John Tedesco, 
Vincent T. Davis, 

Jasper Scherer 

and Guillermo Contreras 
STAFF WRITERS 


On the Sunday that changed 
everything in Sutherland 
Springs, Lorenzo Flores and 
his girlfriend, Terrie Smith, 
had just parked at a Valero gas 
station on U.S. 87 when Flores 
glanced across the road and 
saw the man with the rifle. 

The gunman was about a 
block away. Dressed in black 
tactical gear, he had hopped 
out of a gray SUV and left the 
door open as he stood in the 
street. 

“Terrie, look at that,” Flores 


said. Was the man a police 
officer? Flores knew a sheriff’s 
deputy lived nearby. Maybe 
there was a training exercise. 
To Flores, it looked like the 
man with the rifle was having 
an internal debate with him- 
self, trying to decide whether 
to approach the First Baptist 
Church of Sutherland Springs. 
About 50 people were inside 
the little church, worshiping 
God the way they usually did 
on a Sunday morning — with 
song and laughter and kinship. 
It was a small congregation. 
Roseanne Solis, 57, liked it that 
way. She liked the potluck 
dinners and holiday parties. 
She liked how the people cared 
Day continues on A22 


The caskets of shooting victims Therese and Ricardo Rodriguez 
are carried under a tent at the cemetery in Sutherland Springs 


i Kin Man Hui / San Antonio Express-News 


during services. See story on Page A26. 


Ex-mayor could be one of 30 Dem hopefuls 


Castro has 
said that he 
‘might’ seek 
White House 


By Bill Lambrecht 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — 
Julián Castro declared he 
“might” run for president 
just as the political land- 
scape appeared to shift in 
several elections last week 
in favor of minorities and 
lesser-known candidates, 
which would define many 
of the Democrats lining up 


ination in 2020. 
Castro’s words, albeit 
vague, are certain to land 


Kin Man Hui / San Antonio Express-News 


In addition to being S.A.’s former mayor, Julián 
Castro served as the secretary of HUD. 


of Democrats mentioned 
as potential challengers - 
more than 30, give or take 


They range from the 
Bernie Sanders-Joe Biden 
legacy wing of the party to 
a half-dozen or more U.S. 
senators to an array of 
new faces unrecognizable 
outside pockets of Amer- 
ica. 

The competition in the 
run-up to 2020 will be 
waged both on ideological 
and generational grounds, 
with the result likely to be 
a debate stage — or stages 
— even more crowded 
than the Republicans’ 
16-candidate field last 
election. 

“The problem for the 
Democrats is that there’s 
nobody obvious. The good 
thing for the Democrats is 


Domestic 
violence 
links are 


debated 


By Emilie Eaton 


STAFF WRITER 


Three years ago, on a humid 
day in early July, a man posing 
as a FedEx deliveryman 
knocked on the front door of 
the Stay family home on Leaflet 
Lane in a suburb of Houston. 

Cassidy Stay, 15, the family’s 
oldest daughter, opened the 
door and told the deliveryman 
that her parents, Stephen and 
Katie, were not home. 

The man — later identified as 
33-year-old Ronald Lee Haskell 
— came back a short time later, 
but this time, he pushed his 
way inside and tied her up, 
along with her four siblings. 

Haskell, who previously was 
married to Katie’s sister Mela- 
nie waited for the parents to 
return and demanded to know 
where his ex-wife was. When 
no one knew or would not say, 
Haskell shot each of them in 
the head. 

The crime, which is consid- 
ered a mass shooting, bears 
some striking similarities to 
last week’s shooting in Suther- 
land Springs, where a gunman 
named Devin Patrick Kelley 
went on a rampage with an 
AR-15 rifle that he bought. He 
killed 26 people at First Baptist 
Church and wounded 20. 

In both incidents, the gun- 
men either had been accused or 
convicted of domestic abuse 
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00% 


2 30-Month Certificate 


% 
0 

APY? 
@ 15-Month Certificate 


to seek their party’s nom- | him on the expanding list | a handful. Dems continues on A21 0 p ena C ert ifi cate at ssfcu 0 rg 
° 
or call 1-866-227-0194. 
75 63 Ws a SECURITY SERVICE 
Full report, B14 | b k 
port, B4 | News you ; ootmakers DERAL CREDIT UNI 
. i SOR ESS NEWS fj 
might have 5 | —————— itted the APY=Annual percentage yield. APY is effective as of October 20, 2017 and is subject to change without notice. 
bases cig No oe art . S p These are Share Certificates, and different rates apply to different deposit levels. Certificates may be subject to 
anM ATON O TENDERS ST Ne v= misse d be 1718-2018 stars early withdrawal penalty. Membership eligibility required. Federally insured by the NCUA. Visit ssfcu.org for 
MT Il Illl IIi Iji complete details. IRA funds cannot be co-mingled at any time with regular savings or non-IRA funds. 1) This 
1878031755 | certificate rate is fixed for a 30-month term, assuming a minimum deposit of $50,000. 2) This certificate rate is 
6 s 5 Page A8 fixed for a 15-month term, assuming a minimum deposit of $50,000. 


